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at tlie beginning of their own plans. But they
seeni not to have thought highly of the prowess
in war of the nations of Syria. If they had esti-
mated highly the other states of Tyre and Sidon,
they would hardly have pushed by them to attack
Jerusalem, while they were left free to attack the
flank or rear. Furthermore, they would not have
left Jerusalem itself without a guard to hold it
in check and prevent an attack, while they were
engaged with the Egyptians, It is a pity that
the historiographers of the Chaldean empire were
so completely given to the description of various
buildings and restoring operations as not to have
left for us an account of this campaign from their
point of view. That it would ring loud with
boasts of victory might be expected. Between
its lines, however, could perhaps be read the real
motives and the true purposes and intent of some
of these movements. Without such records we
may only follow the events further as the He-
brews have preserved memory of them.

The army of the Babylonians met the Egyptian
army at some unknown point south of Jerusalem
and drove it back to Egypt, apparently without
great difficulty.1 But it did not follow up the ad-
vantage thus gained. As affairs then were in
Egypt, Nebxichadrezzar, with a good army, might
have overrun the whole land, as Esarhaddon luul

1 Josephus (Atttiguities, x, 7, % 3) declares that the Egyptians were de-
Xeated, but Jeremiah (xxxvii, 7), on, whom he waa doubtless leaning,
nothing of a defeat.